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DEPARTMENT OF
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage conducts basic
research useful for the preservation and transmission of intangible
cultural heritage of Japan, such as intangible cultural properties,
intangible folk cultural properties and conservation techniques for
cultural properties. Audio-visual documentation, which is a
significant method for the safeguarding of intangible cultural
heritage, is conducted and new methods for documentation are
also investigated.

I Intangible Cultural Properties Section

Intangible Cultural Properties Section conducts investigation and
research on classical performing arts, traditional craft techniques and
conservation techniques for cultural properties by studying their actual
conditions and historical changes.

I Intangible Folk Cultural Properties Section

Intangible Folk Cultural Properties Section conducts investigation and
research on intangible folk cultural properties, such as manners and
customs, folk performing arts and folk techniques, on the basis of
fieldwork. Actual issues and their countermeasures are discussed with
persons concerned.

IAudio-VisuaI Documentation Section

Audio-Visual Documentation Section conducts research on methods
of documentation and archiving. It also documents intangible cultural
properties, intangible folk cultural properties and conservation
techniques for cultural properties in order to understand their present
conditions and to transmit them to future generations.

TFINFDIEREHO AEF D Z TR CRIHAT B I ETERI T R ER PREFCEDND
Picking the petals of aobana (Commelina communis var. hortensis). Aobanagami (blue flower paper), a Japanese paper soaked in the juice of blue petals, is used for yuzen
dyeing and tie-dyeing.



-
-
Py

RS EESBDAE)

EEEREDREERSR BROXI LB DIRTFE S Rfa=ge BUGIEEDREERFR

Classical performing arts Conservation techniques for tangible cultural properties Folk performing arts, manners and customs
TEEGTOFEEZE B D LR DIRTFH AT EEZiMOREERFR

Craft techniques Conservation techniques for intangible cultural properties Folk techniques

SOESCERDIFRL (FESE-FBRNE L)

Making AV documentation of live performances
T4 —)URTDECIRIER (8L, FAL. Bifr)
Making AV documentation on site
SCERFIEDRIEZAREE

Verifying better documenting methods
HIEELROZIFAN-EIE

Accepting and managing endowed documents

ERSULEEREICH T DB 188
Advice on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage
ERSLEEDRAKICOIF TOE]DIEH

Measures on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage
from disasters

RRAEER

BEEEMEEREDIRFRITM
Research exchange with the National Intangible Heritage
Center in the Republic of Korea

BHDIRAEZFNDSINCIEEE

Participation in international study meetings

BRI R RSB O
Conference on the Study of Intangible Folk Cultural Properties
B SU EREE (G DIRICE I SR DRk

Conference on the Transmission of Intangible Cultural
Heritage (Traditional Techniques)

B bEEERRYND—OHER

Intangible Cultural Heritage Information Network

Dissemination and Utilization

REF MR ORE

Public Lectures

MBS LERE TR S ]

Research and Report on Intangible Cultural Heritage
[EERA AR R REE]

Report on the Conference on the Study of Intangible Folk
Cultural Properties

[ERZ S L& (G Hei) DInKICRE I IR EREE ]
Report on the Transmission of Intangible Cultural Heritage
(Traditional Techniques)

FBERDT I ) EEBROIER

Digitization and compilation of inventories of collected
documents

GIR=RE- KR EET — I X—ADREH

Database on traditional performing arts and musical
instruments

B SUEEET —HA TAEDRE

Intangible Cultural Heritage Archives
(mukeinet@tobunken.go.jp)
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Study on the preservation and utilization of intangible cultural properties
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Surveys are conducted on the techniques of classical performing arts
and craft techniques as well as on conservation techniques for cultural
properties by collecting relevant data in order to develop a clearer
understanding of their current state and to contribute to their
safeguarding. Recording is also conducted with respect to those
intangible cultural properties for which there is an urgent need.

Traditional stage performances for the general public, such as kodan
(storytelling), are recorded on an ongoing basis. In addition, research is
conducted on raw materials for dyeing and weaving textiles, such as

linen and silk, as well as on Japanese traditional musical instruments,
such as shamisen and koto, and their production techniques.

mIERMA X (CEE T OB LR
Research on and recording of folk cultural properties
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Mr. OKOCHI Masanobu, maker of hand-carved bridges for shamisen

Nationwide surveys are implemented, relevant data are collected and
verification of survey and recording methods are conducted with the
aim of contributing to the safeguarding of folk cultural properties, such
as folk performing arts, festivals and events as well as folk techniques.
In addition, case-study research on transmission and preservation
activities is used to explore relevant issues and potential new
approaches in collaboration with related parties throughout Japan.

Examples of this work are the field surveys on shishimai (lion dance)
and winnow making techniques.

BRENRED SRR M T (L EE StERT)
Shishikagura (sacred lion music and dancing) handed down by settlers from
Fukushima (Toyokoro-cho, Hokkaido)

ANEOBER MO E LR (TERMIET)
Research and documentation of the winnow-making techniques in Kizumi, Sosa City,
Chiba Prefecture
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International cultural exchange in the field of intangible cultural heritage
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The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage undertakes research-related
exchange, international cooperation and data collection to safeguard intangible
cultural heritage in collaboration with related organizations in other countries.

Through the ongoing research-related exchange with the National Intangible
Heritage Center in the Republic of Korea since 2008, the Department has promoted
personnel interchange and organized joint study groups. It has also started to
cooperate with the International Research Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in
the Asia-Pacific Region with its “Preliminary Research on ICH Safeguarding and
Disaster-Risk Management in the Asia-Pacific Region” since 2016. In the first year,
researchers were assigned to the Philippines, Vietnam and Fiji. Furthermore, the
Department staff attend the Intergovernmental Committee for the Convention for
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO to collect informa-
tion about the current status of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in other
countries.

FESHEEEDR X

Working to safeguard intangible cultural heritage from disasters
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The Department is conducting nationwide location surveys of intangible cultural
heritage and archiving images and videos in preparation for various potential
disasters. In addition, it has established the Intangible Cultural Heritage Informa-
tion Network to share information with various stakeholders and has endeavored
to proactively disseminate information. The Department is also studying method-
ologies of recording that could be useful for the reconstruction and handing-down
of intangible cultural heritage. Furthermore, an ongoing survey, recording and
research have been conducted on the intangible cultural properties damaged by
the Great East Japan Earthquake.

T4UEVICBIF BB LEEDH KRBT IOREE
Interview survey in the Philippines on safeguarding intangible cultural
heritage from disasters

FERRKF A CHIFHFALAE RIS Z%ET)
Survey of festivals in areas with the potential for flooding from tsunami
(Yuasa-cho, Wakayama Prefecture)
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