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Talk with the performer about the revived version of early shamisen music “Kaido-kudari” at the 9th Public Lecture

18

The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage conducts
basic research useful for the preservation and transmission of
intangible cultural heritage of Japan, such as intangible cultural
properties, intangible folk cultural properties and conservation
techniques for cultural properties. Audio-visual documentation,
which is a significant method for the safeguarding of
intangible cultural heritage, is conducted and new methods for
documentation are also investigated.

conducts
investigation and research on classic performing arts, traditional
craft techniques and conservation techniques for cultural
properties by studying their actual conditions and historical
changes.

conducts investigation and research on intangible folk cultural
properties, such as manners and customs, folk performing arts
and folk techniques, on the basis of fieldwork. Actual issues and
their countermeasures are discussed with persons concerned.

conducts
research on methods of documentation and archiving. It also
documents intangible cultural properties, intangible folk cultural
properties and conservation techniques for cultural properties
in order to understand their present conditions and to transmit
them to future generations.
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Research and Studies

A LEA DB

Research on Intangible Cultural Properties

O BERDTAEIZE
Nohgaku

O BRDTAEIZE
Musical instruments

O DB
Bunraku

© TR DFEME
Craft techniques
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Research on Intangible Folk Cultural Properties

® RIB=HRE - FALITEDHEMR

Folk performing arts, festivals and events
© RAEEIMDFEMZ

Folk techniques
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Publicizing of Research Results

HihR4

Publications

© MER S LEERRR S

Research and Reports on Intangible Cultural Heritage

O MR R R I E SRS E)
Report of the Conference on the Study of Intangible Folk
Cultural Properties

BERFHTEEEEDRE

Public Lectures

IRRHISEREN DX

Responding to Actual Issues

© B RMX LR R DRME

Conference on the Study of Intangible Folk Cultural Properties

© B ALEEREICN T BBE - 188

Advice on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage
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Documentation and Archiving of Intangible Cultural Heritage

O SEADBMRECERIEA
Making audio-visual documentation of kodan
230k >3=]
Recording nohgaku
© ERRIEXILH OBEECFIEMANDENE

Providing advice for audio-visual documentation
of intangible folk cultural properties

O FHEKHEDRITAN - BE

Accepting and managing endowed documents
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Publicizing of Documents

v
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Digitization of Documents and Materials Made or Owned
by the Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage

F—IN—2ADLH

Publicizing of Database

O LR EREBIR=MEEPIESCIR T — 2 N— R
Database on articles related to traditional performing arts
in Yokyokukai, Nohgakugaho and Makuai

© EIREBRIERT —2X—X
Database on traditional musical instruments
O FTEER BERDIER

Compilation of an inventory of collected documents

0 ith75 BIARFDERL LT &R LB E DECERDPRTE
BT —2N—RDIESE

Construction of database on the location of documents on
intangible cultural heritage made by local governments and
other institutions
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International Exchange in the Field of Intangible Cultural Heritage

© EE[E E T EREER & DIZERMR

Research exchange with the National Intangible Heritage
Center, Korea

O BADHREELENDEM
Participation in international study meetings
O BNBARE DB
Invitation of overseas scholars

O KFME L L EDILEERE
CHLEEER R 2 —ED&EH)

Protection of cultural heritage in the island countries of
Oceania [in cooperation with the Japan Center for International

Cooperation in Conservation) J
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Study on the Preservation and Utilization of Intangible Cultural Properties
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Study on musical instruments in paintings
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TOWEHAD. BEICHEIND Z & TFEREINTWEREANSD
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Since paintings may indicate the customs and performing arts
of the time they were created, information obtained from those
paintings as well as written information are important in order to
understand performing arts and musical instruments that are no
longer played. The painting “A Boy Playing the Drum,” assumed
from the boy’s clothing to be a piece painted in the early 17th
century, shows that the drum stand differs from that of today. Such
drum stands are said to have been given to the performers before
the Momoyama period, but are no longer used today. This picture

reveals the approximate period of time when this kind of drum
stands was used.
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Study on the transmission of Kumagaya-zome,
traditional craft of Saitama Prefecture

G I T NICED 2K T L CEEPTIENRAX
TY, 014FEISEIMDEE. BERFERVCZOFERICOL
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RITOWVWCGHEZTTVE L, BEEPTE ERFRITDEDY
ZOMEMIFBRICNA. TOEWHPAY T TV RAFIEIKD
WTHBMEGEHRZER L& Lz, INSDFEIF2015FEHIC
RESLLCHTFECT,

Materials, implements and tools associated with traditional
techniques are essential in transmitting those techniques. In 2014,
the Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage concluded an
agreement with the city of Kumagaya, Saitama Prefecture that
is taking the initiative in transmitting traditional techniques of
Kumagaya-zome (dyeing) by investigating and further utilizing
related implements and tools. The Department conducted
investigation with the city, which included a survey based on
interviews to clarify the relation between techniques and tools, and
a video recording of the use and maintenance of tools. Plans for
2015 are to continue investigation and to publish a report.
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In this study, investigation and research are conducted
on classic performing arts, traditional craft techniques and
conservation techniques for cultural properties. Related materials
are collected as well.

Audio-visual documentation of intangible cultural properties
has also been conducted, especially in fields where the necessity
for recording is great due to drastic changes in transmission.

[ABFTBEFE] ((TEBDOE— RIREEILEYEE2001 &K DIRE)
“A Boy Playing the Drum” (reprinted from Modes of Karaku, Kyoto National Museum 2001)

KAMRRTLICHIS BHEE (REET)
Investigation conducted at Okubo Dye Works, Kumagaya



DEPARTMENT OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
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Study on the Preservation and Utilization of Intangible Folk Cultural Properties

CORFBARTIE. ARBIEE - RIE=HE - RARMGE
BR.ORMBXMITOVWT. TOREICET 2fcdic. £
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Research on and recording of folk cultural
properties
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Research is conducted to study the actual situation of the
transmission of folk cultural properties and to examine practical
methods of studying and documenting them. Special importance is
attached to the research and documentation of folk performing arts
and festivals, including not-yet designated ones, in the Tohoku coastal
area that was stricken by the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011.
Concerning folk techniques, focus is given to the ways to preserve
and transmit traditional techniques in addition to the investigation of
the techniques themselves.
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Top: Shishi-mai (a lion dance) of Konori district, one of the revived performances (Onagawa,

Miyagi Prefecture)

T EHOEBZEIWAT A (BILESET)

Bottom: A craftsman making a framework of a sedge hat (Takaoka, Toyama Prefecture)
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SEBRR Y ND—UHER
Intangible Cultural Heritage Information Network
RHEAKEXTHN LB SULEEDBRINGE & EHRREL

BWICIIb EiFonfcxy b T —UT9, BRES—EBICRLT
B AGEEDEEZ & HRATEBEBIC OV Tz LE T,

A network was established for the purpose of gathering data and
disclosing information on intangible cultural heritage suffering
damage due to the Great East Japan Earthquake. Persons involved
meet to discuss various issues associated with the reconstruction of
intangible folk cultural heritage in question.
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In this study, research is conducted on intangible folk cultural
properties, such as manners and customs, folk performing arts
and folk techniques, on the basis of fieldwork. Both the actual
condition of and activities for conservation and transmission
today are studied. In order to establish communication with
persons concerned, the Conference on the Study of Intangible
Folk Cultural Properties is held annually.

£ IEBIULEEBHRR Y ND—UHHES
3rd meeting of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Information Network



