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Annual Report on the Inspection of Museum Environment in 1998

Takeshi ISHIZAKI, Chie SANO and Sadatoshi MIURA

The Tokyo National Research Institute of Cultural Properties in collaboration with
the Agency for Cultural Affairs (Bunkacho) advises museums on how they should design their
facilities to provide an adequate environment for the exhibition of nationally designated
cultural objects. This report shows the results of inspection in 1998.

The number of advice was 949 in 1998. Results of inspections were reported to 20
museums in 1998 for their exhibitions. In the past two years, the exhibitions were often
planned in the old museums built over ten years earlier. However, in 1998 half of these
museums inspected had been opened within the past two years and only one was opened more
than 10 years ago. In order to get a good condition for exhibition and preservation of the
museum objects, it is necessary to wait until the atmosphere inside the museum becomes
clean. It is also necessary to develop a method to evaluate the atmospheric condition in
quick and reliable way. We are now doing the research along this line.



